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SERMON, &c. 


Jo ii. 15, 16, 17. 


Blow the trumpet in Zion, ſanctiſ a faſt, 
call g folemn aſſembly. Gather the people; 
fendt iſy the congregation; aſſemble the 
elders; gather the children, and thoſe 
that ſuc the breaſts : let the bridegroom 
g0 forth of his chamber, and the bride out 
of her clo ofet, Let the priefts, the miniſ- 
ters of the Lord, weep between the porch 
and the altar, and let them ſay, Share thy 
people, O Lord, and give not thine heritage 
to reproach ; that the heathen ſhould rule 


B 3 over 


23 


over them. Wherefore ſhould they fay 
among tbe people, Where is their God ? 


\HIS is the command of God, upon 
a memorable occaſion. When the 


tranſgreſſion of his peaple had provoked 


him to anger, he ſent among them the 


palmer worm, and the locuſt, to deſtroy the 
herb of the field, and the produce of their 
land. The declaration of his approaching 
vengeance is thus recorded: Hear this, ye 
old men, and give ear, all ye inhabitants of 
the land. Huth this been in your days, or 
even in the days of your fathers ? Tell ye your 
children of it; and let your children tell 
their children ; and their children another 
generation. That, which the palmer-Wworm 
hath left, have the buſts eaten ; and that, 

which the Þcuſt hath left, hath the canker- 
Worm eaten; ; and that, which the canker - 
worm hath left, hath the caterpillar eaten. 


In 


* 


In the midſt of this deſolation, we find 
the compaſſion of Jehovah manifeſted; his 
judgment tempered by mercy. Turn ye 
even to me with all your heart, and with 
faſting, and with weeping, and with nourn- 

ing. And rend your heart, and not your 
garments, and turn unto the Lord your God : 
for he is gracious and merciful, ſlow to anger, 
and of great kindneſs, and repenteth him of f 
the evil. Who knoweth if he will return 
ond repent, and leave a bleſſing behind him ; 

even a meat-offering, and a drink-offering 

unto the Lord your God? Then follow the 

words of the text— 


Rho the trumpet in Zion, Janttify a fa _ 
call a ſolemn aſſembly. Gather the people; 
ſandtify the congregation ; aſſemble the elders; 
gather the children, and thoſe that fuck the 
breaſts: let the bridegroom go forth of his 
chamber, and the bride out of ber cloſet. Let 
the prieſts, the miniſters of the Lord, weep 
between the porch and the altar, and let them 


= ſay, 


* 
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fay, Spare thy people, O Lord, and groe not 
thine heritage to reproach ; that the heathen 
ſhould rule over them. Wherefore ſhould they 
fay among the people, Where is their God? 


Public wn l en. to deprecate the ven- 
geance of God, was a cuſtom in thoſe early 
days. We have ſeveral inſtances of it in 
ſeripture. Two are recorded in the firſt 
leſſons appointed for this day. We have 
ſeen Jehoſhaphat, the king of Judah, pro- 
7 claiming a faſt throughout all Judah, and 
gathering his people together to ſeek the 
Lord. And Jeboſbaphat flood in the con- 
gregation of Judah and Feruſalem, implor- 
ing the protection of his God againſt thoſe 
enemies, whom he was unable to with- 
ſtand. Under the Jewiſh theocracy, the 
divine aſſiſtance was both plainly promiſed, 
and viſibly afforded. We are told, there- 
fore, in this memorable paſſage, that it 
| ſhould be granted. Thus ſaith the Lord 
unto Dou, Be not Feen nor diſmayed, by 


reaſon 


ES 


reaſon of this great multitude ; for the battle 
is not yours, but God's*. The conſe- 


quence was, the enemies of Jehoſhaphat 1 


were ſubdued. | 


The other inſtance is, in the king of 


Nineveh, whoſe kingdom was threatened — 
with immediate deſtruction. Let forty days, i 
ſaith the prophet, and Nineveh ſhall be 1 
overthrown. So the people believed God, | 
and proclaimed a faſt ; and, accordin g to the | 
cuſtom of thoſe days, put on ſackcloth, from | 
the greateſt of them, even unto the leaſt of _ 1 | 
them. The king alſo aroſe from his throne, 


and he laid his robe from him, and covered 


himſe If with ſackcloth, and ſat in aſhes. But | | 
he did not confine his humiliation to out- 


ward acts of devotion. Humility, without 
_ repentance, and reformation, is vain, Let 


them, he adds, cry mightily unto God; yea, _ | 1 


les them turn every one from his evil Way, 4 Ji 


* 2 Chronicles xx. 15. 
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and from the violence that is in his hands. 
Whoa can tell if God will repent, and turn 
away from his fierce anger, that we periſh 
not? And God ſaw their works, that they 
turned from their evil way, and God repented 
of the evil that he ſaid he would do unto them, 
and he did it not *, 


We are now aſſembled with a ſimilar 
intention—to humble ourſelves before God, 
and to deprecate the judgment, which may 
threaten us. To be engaged in war, how- 
ever juſt, however neceſſary, that war may 
be, is to ſuffer no ſmall calamity. It is 
termed, by the moſt High himſelf, one of 
his four ſore judgments. It is the reſult, 
and the puniſhment, of fin. It brings upon 
a nation the bittereſt woes ; baniſhing that 
peace, which is its greateſt bleſſing ; ſepa- 
rating the deareſt friends; and delivering 
to death many of its brighteſt ornaments. 


„Jonah iii. 4, &c. 


EF - 
It is attended by the tears of ſome, and the 


lamentation of all. How many, whom 


the fortune of war, as we mildly term it, 


hurries from the world, are bewailed by 
the widow and the orphan ? How many, 


when the ſwords are beaten into plough- 


ſhares again, will bewail the loſs of a father, 
a brother, or a friend? How many are 
there, from whoſe fortune, and from whoſe 
memory, the deep impreſſion will never 
be defaced ? How few are there, who do | | 
not ſuffer from it in ſome degree ? Well 


then may we pray for it to be rr ter- T 1 
minated. 


Such is our ſituation at preſent, and ſuch 


the miſeries that attend and threaten us. 
In ſuch a fituation, to whom can we flee 
for refuge, but unto God? He hath the jt 
iſſues of life. He woundeth, and healeth; -. . | 
he Killetb, and maketh alive. It is he, who I 
maketh wars to ceaſe unto the ends of the 
earth; who breaketh the bow, and cutteth 
* 5 the 
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55 
the ſpear aſunder. May he deliver us from 
the calamity, which now involves us; and 
reſtore that peace, which once prevailed ! 
Whatever may be our political opinions, in 
this we all ſhall join: and this is all that 
politics have to do in this place. This is 
none other than the houſe of God; from 


whence all human policy ſhould be baniſh- + 


ed; where no worldly principles ſhould 
intrude. Y et, even here, our circumſtances. 
ſhould be ſeriouſly weighed, that they may 


lead us to the object of this day's humilia- 
tion: but for no other purpoſe. . In this 


light we ſhall conſider them. 


We are engaged in a conteſt, unlike 


every other in which we have been engag-. 


ed, both from the object we contend for, 
the apparent means of concluding it, and 


the ſeeming impoſſibility, under the pre- 


ſent circumſtances, to abandon it. How 
diſtreſſing muſt be the fituation of that 
country, which hath embarked in a war, 

. that 


191 4 
that can neither be proſecuted, nor aban- | 
doned, without equal danger! This ſeems —_ | | 
preciſely our's—a ſituation, which ſhould I 
lead us unto God for. ſafety ; whilſt we | i 
ſeriouſſy conſider what are the moſt proba- MN 
ble means of deliverance Some duties alſo 
we are called upon to practiſe. We ſhould 
ſubmit to the government, under which 
we enjoy ſuch invaluable bleſſings; we 
ſhould a& with unanimity ; and humble 
ourſelves before God. We ſhould ſuppreſs 
that reſtleſs ſpirit, which was certainly 

gaining ground not long ago; and has 
brought on thoſe dreadful calamities, that 


are now deſolating a neighbouring land. 
We ſhould be contented with the ſituation, 
in which Providence hath placed us; and 
be thankful for the bleſſings we enjoy: 
becauſe gratitude for them is the moſt pro- 


bable way to ſecure and increaſe them. 
And ſhall we not be humbled before God 
for our manifold offences? For perſonal 
tranſgreſſions, perſonal forgiveneſs ſhould 

te 
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be implored ; for thoſe, which are com- 
mitted by us as a nation, humiliation that 
is national is alſo requiſite, —For the exer- 
ciſe of it, this day is appointed: and every 
ſerious perſon muſt allow that it is highly 
needful. In this act of devotion there 
ſhould be no exception ; all ſhould Join 
in it. 


When the Moſt High gave the com- 
mand in the text, all were to obey it, be- 
cauſe all were inhabitants of a guilty land. 
Even the tender infant was not excepted; £ 
and the joy of all was to be turned into 
mourning. Gather the children, and thoſe 
that ſuck the breaſts: let the bridegroom go 
forth of his chamber, and the bride out of 
ber cloſet, Let the priefts, the min ers of 
the Lord, weep between the temple and the 
altar, and let them ſay, Spare thy people, O 0 
Lord, and give not thine heritage to re- 
proach; that the heathen ſhould rule over 
1 them. 7 e * they ſay among the 
; © or 


11 1 
people, Where is their God ? Let us follow 
this command; and, with the deepeſt hu- 
miliation, not merely with the ſemblance 
of it, let us approach the God we profeſs 
to intreat for mercy, through the mediation 
of our Lord and Saviour. If, as a nation, 
we unfeignedly humble ourſelves before 
him, and fincerely implore the pardon of 
onr fins, and that heavenly aid we profeſs 
to ſolicit, we may hope to expect it: but 
if we make it only a matter of form and 


ceremony, merely a day of abſtinence from 


food, no benefit can ariſe from it. Is it 
fuch a faſt that I have choſen ? ſaith the 
Lord; @ day for a man to affiict his foul ? 
I it to bow down his head like a bulruſb? 
Wilt thou call this a faſt, and an acceptable 
| day unto the Lord? Let us remember, that 
in this, and every other act of religion, if 
it be only the appearance of what we pro- 
feſs, it is iniquity, even the ſolemn meeting. 
An acknowledgment of our ſins, attended 


by an unfeigned repentance and reforma- 


tien, Ln, 


4:28 4 
tion, diſtinguiſh the faſt which God or- 
dains. The apoſtle” s rule, with the appli- 
cation of it to a different day, ſhould regu- 
late our practice on this occaſion. Let us 
keep it, not with the old Jeaven, neither with ] 
the leaven of malice and wickedneſs ; buf 


with the unleavened bread of ſincerity and 
truth. 


Long has this favoured iſle, the envy of 
ſurrounding nations, enjoyed the choiceſt 
bleſſings of heaven. Conqueſt hath uſually 
attended our arms, and commerce poured 
her riches into our ports. Plenty hath 
been diffuſed through our land ; the facred 
oracles are committed to our care; and 
liberty, both civil and religious, is our 
birth-right. Would to God theſe bleſſ- 
ings had met with the return they merit ; 
and inſpired us with the gratitude they : 
demand! Then would our character, as a 
nation, be unrivalled. But alas ! diſſipa- 
tion and luxury have reſulted from our 


Con- 


LU 38-3 


conqueſts and our commerce; and the 


ſcriptures are diſregarded : while our boaſt- 
ed liberty has been proſtituted to licen- 


tiouſneſs; and we are pulling down the 


vine to get drunk with the grape.” 


However painful theſe reflexions may be, 
they are too juſt: for, with the ſtrongeſt 


prejudices in our own favor, we muſt con- 


feſs that our iniquities are many, and that 
our nation is characteriſed by almoſt every 
vice. Among a great number that might 
be ſpecified, we muſt lament a general pro- 
fanation of the ſabbath, and the neglect of 


public worſhip ; eſpecially among thoſe, 


who ought, from their elevated ſtations, 
to ſet a better example. Shall we not 
reflect upon theſe offences, and bewail 
them? | 


Though all events depend upon the 


providence of God, ſtill there have been 
certain cauſes, which have uſually been 
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followed by certain effects: ſo that ſin hath 


generally brought on its puniſhment, even 
in this world. Sacred hiſtory informs us 


what was the ſtate of the Jews, when God 
puniſhed: them by the heathen nations : and 


both ſacred and profane hiſtory teach us 


what was the ſtate of each empire, when 
ſubverted by another. Similar cauſes pro- 


duce ſimilar events. The divine counſels 


are generally executed in what we call he 
natural courſe of things. When a nation 
is diſtinguiſhed by irreligion and contempt 


of things ſacred ; by licentiouſneſs, faction, 
luxury, and extravagance; we naturally 


conclude, that, without eſſential reforma- 
tion, the conqueſt of that nation is becom- 
ing more and more feaſible every day; be- 


cauſe the ſame vices, which provoke the 


divine vengeance, prepare the way for its 


 EXEEUtiON: Such were the characteriſtics 


of the ancient people of God in the times 
preceding their ſeveral captivities. Such 
Was. the caſe when the old Aſſyrian empire 


Feel 


E 4 

periſhed with Sardanapalus ; when Babylon 
was ſurpriſed by Cyrus; when Greece fell 
under the dominion of the Romans ; when 
theſe laſt were overwhelmed by the north- 
ern nations; and when Conſtantinople was 
taken by the Turks. — Though I truſt, 
the arm that has hitherto protected, will 
not be lifted up to deſtroy, our nation ; yet 
we ſhould conſider how far its characteriſtic 
vices are like thoſe of the ancient empires, 
when they verged to decay, or fell by the 
hand of the conqueror. 


There is one remark, which ſome may 
be ready to make - that, in the preſent con- 
teſt, the nation we are contending. with, 
is more ply marked by ie than 
our own :— 


It is a fad reflexion, that we are only leſs 
wicked than our enemies; and that our 
* See a Sermon of Bp. Horne son the Riſe and 
Fall of Empires. 


C2 i. 


the people, Where, is their God? Are not 
their battles fought without profeſſing to 
believe there is a God, who can give vic- 
tory to their arms, or withhold it? Are 
not their decrees paſſed in defiance of his 


1 
hope ariſes from not having utterly rejected 
the Almighty. In this I truſt we are leſs 
criminal ; and that the meaſure of our ini- 
quities is not yet full. God grant it never 
may! and that a ſenſe of them may lead 
us to repentance. 


Without any breach of charity, or that 
national prejudice, which too often leads us 
into error, may we not addreſs the Almighty 
in the language in which he once com- 
manded his ſervants to addreſs him? Spare 
thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heri- 
tage to reproach, that the heathen ſhould rule 
over them. Wherefore ſhould they ſay among 


authority? nay in avowed ridicule of it? 
Are not many of their queſtions diſcuſſed, 
and their reſolutions formed, in contempt 

0! 2 e of 


[ 17 ] | 


of every thing facred? In a word, Are not 


thoſe perſons the moſt applauded, whoſe 


impiety can, in the moſt daring manner, 


blaſpheme the holy ſcriptures, the God 


who made them, and the Savior of man- 
kind? Are not theſe facts, which muſt be 
acknowleged? And can we, upon, the 
broadeſt principles of religion, on the bare 
ſuppoſition, that here is a God which judg- 


eth the earth, ' conceive that ſuch things can 


paſs unnoticed ? It militates againſt every 


principle, in which any of us were nur- 


tured ; againſt every principle, but that 
of atheiſm ; and forces upon our recollec- 


tion what God himſelf aſſerted of a guilty 
nation, They overpaſs the deeds of the wicked ; 


they judge not the cauſe of the Fatherleſs, yet 


they proſper ; and the right of the he needy do 
they not judge. Shall I not viſit ft for theſes 
things, ſaith the Lord? Shall not my ſoul be 


avenged on fuch a nation as this? * 


* Jer. v. 28, 29. 
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When the haughty Sennacherib, king 
of Aſſyria, was marching againſt Jeruſa- 
lem, to attack Hezekiah, king of Judah, 
he threatened to deſtroy him, if he did not 
1 ſurrender at diſcretion; and contemptuouſly 
told him, not to truſt for protection in his 
God. Let not thy God, in whom + thou 
truſteſt, deceive thee, ſaying, Jeruſalem ſhall 
not be given into the hand of the king of 
Aria. Hezekiah, however, was not to 
be ſeduced from his confidence by the 
blaſphemy. of the wicked. Therefore, 
Ig when he had read the letter, which Sen- 
i nacherib had ſent him, he went up into the 
| houſe of the Lord, and ſpread it before the 
| Lord. And Hezekiab prayed unto the Lord, 
ſaying, O Lord of Boſts, God of Tjrael, that 

| dwelleft between the cherubim, thou art the 
God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of 
the earth, thou haſt made heaven and earth. 
Incline thine ear, O Lord, and hear ; open 
—_ thine eyes, O Lord, and ſee; and bear. all 
[f TE. the words of $ ennacherib, which hath ſent to 


reproach 


1 

reproach the living God. What was the 
_ reſult ? The blaſphemous Aſſyrian was de- 
feated; and ſoon after ſlain in the temple of 


Niſroch his god, and in the very act of wor- 
ſhipping him, by Adrammalech and Sha- 
rezer his own ſons. So, faith the pro- 
pheteſs of old, let all thine enemies periſh, 'O 
Lord! but let them that love him be as the 
fun when he goeth 28 in his * 1 


In every ſtate of danger, our only reli- 
ance is upon God. It is particularly ſo in 
the ſad ſcenes of war, when the battle is not 
always 7o the ſtrong. Though we ſhould, 
in every caſe, uſe ſuch means as are likely . 


to accompliſh the end at which we aim; 
yet, as the victory is his, who ſaveth not with 
ford or ſpear ; with what ſuperior confi- 
_ dence would our armies march, if He were 


our refuge: and we could ſay, as David did 
to the Philiſtine, Thou comeſt to me with " 


. Judges v. 31. 
8 | | C 1 | ford, 
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ſword, and with a ſpear, —that is, truſting 


only to human efforts—but I come to thee 
in the name of the Lord of hoſts, the God 


| whom thou haſt defied? This event, we 
muſt confeſs, was viſibly marked by divine 


interpoſition ; yet the confidence, which 


David ſhewed, was the confidence that 
ſhould always exiſt, 


There is a memorable circumſtance, re- 


corded in ſcripture, to ſhew that no man 
is ſaved by the multitude of an hoſt : and 
though nothing but folly and preſumption 
could lead us to expect the repetition of 
ſuch a miracle; ſtill it confirms the prin- 


ciple that has been laid down. When 


Gideon led his army againſt the Midianites, 
the Lord ſaid unto him, The people that are 


with thee are too many for me to give the 
Midianites into their hands, left Iſrael vaunt 


themſelves againſt me, ſaying, Mine own 
band hath ſaved me. Now therefare g to, 


proclain in the ears Y be pes ple, ja a Ying, 


WWha- 
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W boſoever is fearful and afraid, let him re- 


turn, and depart early from mount Gilead: 
and there returned of the people twenty and 
tao thouſand, and there remained ten thou- 
fand, And the Lord ſaid unto Gideon, The 
people are yet too many : bring them down 
unto the water, and I will try them for thee 
there ; and it ſhall be, that of whom I ſay 
unto thee, This ſhall go with thee, the ſame 
ſhall go with thee : and of whomſoever T ſay 


fame ſhall not go. The reſult was, that 
Gideon's army was reduced to three hun- 
dred; with which he overthrew the Mi- 
dianites ; for as ſoon as the Iſraelites 
blew the trumpets which they carried, the 


Lord fet every man's ſiword againſt his fellow, 


even through all the hoſt ; and the Midian- 
tes fled before them. x 


Though it would be madneſs for us, as 
we have already obſerved, to expect ſuch 


_ ® Judges vii. I—22, 
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unto thee, This ſhall not go with thee, the 
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1 
culous interpoſition; ſtill it eſtabliſhes the 
aſſertion in its general application, that 
there 1s no reſtraint to the Lord, to ſave by 
many, or by few * ; while it teacheth us to 
rely on Him, who can produce the happieſt 
event, when the circumſtances that precede 
it may ſeem unpropitious. He once, as | 
hiftory informs us, ſo viſibly interpoſed in 
behalf of this country, that our army, with 
its ſovereign at its head, ſung that tri- 
umphant ſong of praiſe, introduced by this 
grateful acknowledgement, Not unto us, 0 
Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
the glory, for thy mercy, and thy truth's ſake. 
And He who then led us to victory, may 
again make us triumph over the fame na- 
tion. Our cauſe is at leaſt as juſt. We 
then fought for glory. We now fight for 
religion and for ſafety. 


The way to obtain the bleſſing of God, 
is, to ſeek it; to confeſs his power, and to 


* 1 Samuel xiv. 6. 


rely 


„ 
rely upon it; to humble ourſelves before 
him; and to add repentance and reforma- 
tion to our humility. Were this the ge- 
neral practice of the nation, we might ex- 
pect ſucceſs; for them that honor me, faith 
the Lord, I will honor ; but they that de- 
Diſe me, ſhall be lightly efteemed. Since this 
is his ſolemn declaration, let us ſeriouſly 
attend to it. We cannot, it is true, pro- 
duce a national reform; but each of us 
may reform an individual. Let us be care- 
ful that we do not add to the ſins of the 
nation: then, though the torrent may {till 
ruſh on, we ſhall not increaſe it. Our 
example will neither add to the maſs of 
corruption, nor be an injury to others. 
Each of us hath a character to ſupport, = 
which no crime ſhould blemiſh, whether 
of a public or a private nature. There is 
no ſuch thing, indeed, as private injury 3 
becauſe the happineſs of ſociety ariſes from 
the good conduct of the individuals who 
compoſe it. = 
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There is another thing worthy our ſeri- 
ous conſideration We have an eternal, as 
well as a temporal, intereſt to ſecure; an 
intereſt, unconnected with national con- 
cerns, and infinitely ſuperior to them; that 
will exiſt when the nations of the world 


ſhall have an end, and the earth itſelf ſhall 


be deſtroyed. This ſhould awaken our 


attention, and lead us to ſue for mercy ; 


that when e kingdoms of this world ſhall 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Chriſt, we may be found among his faith- 
ful ſubjects; among thoſe, who have ſerved 
Him in this world; and whom He then 
ſhall honor with his preſence, and bleſs 
with his ſalvation. Then will the proſperity 
and adverſity of other kingdoms be for- 
gotten : while the very anticipation of it 


will make us careful in the diſcharge of 
our duty; will leſſen the anxiety that 


would otherwiſe diſtreſs us; and take from 
adverſity its keeneſt edge. His ſervants 


are always fate, N happy. T 1 
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the changes of this life, He is their refuge. 
He will never leave them, nor forſake them: 
and though but a few may be found, as 
the gleaning grapes, when the vintage is 
Zone, yet He will protect them, faying, 
Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets 
no harm. No troubles can materially hurt, 


nor even death annihilate their hope. 


Death, indeed, will put them in poſſeſſion 


of what they hope for. This is the con- 
ſolation, I truſt, of many thouſands, whom 
the oppreſſion and the blaſphemy of the 


French have driven from their native land. 


With all the error and ſuperſtition, which 
their religion may contain, till if they 


have built, as the apoſtle phraſes it, upon 


the true foundation, the gold, the ſilver, and 
the precious flones will remain; though the 


wood, the bay, and the ſtubble will be burnt 


up *, They could have been ſupported un- 


der their diſtreſſes, only by the God they 


* x Cor, iii. 11, &c. 


ſerve; 
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ſerve; to whoſe refuge they have fled for 
protection; and to whom they will join us 
in praying, Spare thy people, O Lord, and 
give not thine heritage to reproach, that the 
heathen ſhould rule over them. Wherefore 
ſhould they ſay among the people, Where is 
their God? 


Though the clouds may be gathering 
blackneſs, and no ray of hope appear ; ſtill, 
if the Lord ſet his bow in the clouds *, our 
diſquietude will end. Then will the waters 
of ſtrife aſſuage, and the dove return with 

the olive branch . May He, who alone 
diſpoſes all events, accompliſh this! May 
He check that dreadful effuſion of blood, 
which hath attended the preſent war! 
that unity, peace, and concord” may 
again prevail. As the fear of God is the 
beginning of wiſdom ; and to humble ourſelves 
under his mighty hand, the ſureſt way 70 be 


* Genelis ix. 13. 1 Geneſis viii. 11. 


| Aale 


1 
exalted in due time *; let us fall down before 
his footſtool, and ſupplicate his mercy. 
Then will the Lord be jealous for his land, 
and pity his people. 


* 1 Peter v. 6. 
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